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is argued that once India succeeds in gaining " Swaraj/1
the path for the realization of her unity with the West would
be made easy. Let us hope that in the working of the new
Constitution, it may be discovered that the transfer of
political power has now been made real and that it contains
within itself adequate provisions for its own development.
If the Act has the appearance of, to quote Lord Lloyd's
phrase, " combining the maximum of conciliation with
the minimum of concession/' let us now face the realities
of Indian politics with courage and wisdom so that we may
speedily acquire the strength necessary to lead India on to the
road of freedom. The promotion of understanding between
all the partners in Indian Federation should be regarded
as the basis of freedom and unity. The consummation of
the union of East and West on that basis is, I believe, the
first common enterprise for the partners of Federal India,
and in that achievement they will have made a lasting
contribution to humanity.
The second aspect of the common enterprise is to raise
the standard of living of the Indian masses. In the success
of this enterprise the partners should find the strength
as well as the source of prosperity of the Empire. They
should boldly face the fact that the majority of India's
population lives in abject poverty and is definitely under-
nourished. The millions of untouchables and landless
agricultural labourers live in hovels which are no better
than the caves of pre-historic humanity. Mr. Sorley, an
Indian Civil Servant, tells us in his report on the Chowls *
of Bombay, that some of the conditions of housing in that
city " must be more reminiscent of the Black Hole of
historical memory than any modern city pretending to
sanitary living conditions/' In thousands of Indian villages
one sees a gruesome spectacle of poverty—that sin of all
sins—which is prolific in breeding the evil elements in
society. There bad sanitation, bad housing, poor water
supply, wasting diseases and deformities of every kind—
1 Slums.

